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Compatriot Thompson is a retired New York State Corrections Officer who began his career shortly after the Attica Uprising of 1971.  When Governor Rockefeller ordered the prison retaken, almost 40 people died in the subsequent melee, including ten corrections officers and civilian employees.   It was into this still hostile environment that young Thompson first went to work as a rookie.  He had no experience dealing with the murderous hate that then surrounded him.  However, he persevered and prevailed.   From that very difficult beginning, and during what became a stellar career, Compatriot Thompson was repeatedly recognized for his courageous efforts.    Let me mention just a few memorable incidents:

· Compatriot Thompson received a commendation in August 1976 when he and other guards found it necessary to confront a large gang of “extremely hostile” inmates. The correction officers “displayed their characteristic discipline and an obvious determination to take whatever action might become necessary,”   The convicts soon became convinced that any overt hostile act would be futile so further violence or injury was avoided when the prisoners broke up without causing more trouble.  Thompson was described in a subsequent commendation as “A valuable member of the organization and a man that his lieutenant knew he could count on.” 
· In 1983 he received commendation for participating in a difficult and dangerous search of what is called the Special Housing Unit. That is where the worst violators are incarcerated.  The commendation stated that “the search was accomplished under extremely difficult conditions wherein he was required to deal with very hostile, uncooperative and at times assaultive inmates.  Adding to the difficulty of the situation was a very tense atmosphere and unusual weather conditions.”     
· In August of that same year Compatriot Thompson was recognized by a Deputy Superintendent, this time for conducting a search in which a member attempted to introduce five rounds of 22 caliber ammunition into the facility.  His supervisor, James E. Cochran, stated that……“There is no contraband that I consider more dangerous than live rounds of ammunition.”  Thompson was referred to as “a credit to the department and to the facility.”
· In March of 1985 Compatriot Thompson was formally recognized for responding to an emergency that took place in the mess hall & recreation area.  His professional manner during that incident resulted in his being able to control a serious situation and greatly aided in returning the facility to a secure status.

· During the investigation of an actual escape attempt, Compatriot Thompson was sent with a video camera to document any possible evidence at the cell.  While doing so he determined and followed the escape route. The inmate had made his way out the cell window, and had nearly reached the outer wall. The prisoner’s intent was to rappel over that wall, and then surprise a guard reporting for work, taking his gun and car keys so as to facilitate a getaway.  The convict was recaptured inside the prison and Thompson’s video became a training film used for correctional officers and prison guards across all of New York State.    


 A correction officer rarely receives recognition from the general public in the same was many police officers do.  Simply put, we rarely hear of what happens behind those walls and concertina wires unless something goes terribly wrong.   So in recognition and appreciation for a gallant career such as his, the Rochester Chapter SAR now awards Compatriot Thomas Thompson the SAR Law Enforcement Medal and Certificate and we thank him for his decades of helping to keep us, and our loved ones, safe.    

