The Minuteman Monuments
By James Brancato

The Minuteman is the most recognized image associated with citizen soldiers of the
American Revolution. Men from all levels of society and professions joined together in a
common cause to from colonial militias in defense of their freedom.

The Minuteman stands as a reminder that our freedom comes at a cost and is to be
preserved whatever the cost. The likeness of the Minuteman has adorned the uniforms of our
nation’s National Guard as they serve around the globe. This image of the “embattled farmer”
is prominently used by many patriotic organizations, especially the National Society of the Sons
of the American Revolution.

The following is an overview of the Minuteman monuments honoring the citizen-
soldiers of the American Revolution.

This list currently does not include several Minuteman statues that can be found on

various National Guard Bases.

Figure 1 Minuteman Statue Concord -Image by James Brancato

Concord, Massachusetts — Minuteman Statue North Bridge Dedicated April 19, 1875.



The earliest Minuteman statue dedicated is located at the North Bridge in Concord, MA.
The statue faces North across the Concord River where patriots engaged British Regulars. The
statue was erected to commemorate the 100" anniversary of the first battles of the American
Revolution. Sculpted by Daniel Chester French, the statue was cast from old Civil War cannons
by the Ames Foundry of Chicopee Massachusetts. The statue is a 7-foot-tall representation of
an “embattled farmer” grasping his rifle standing near his plow ready to answer the call.
Inscribed on the front of the monument is the first stanza of the poem “The Concord Hymn” by
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

The inscription reads:

BY THE RUDE BRIDGE THAT
ARCHED THE FLOOD,

THEIR FLAG TO APRIL’S
BREEZE UNFURLED,

HERE ONCE THE EMBATTLED
FARMERS STOOD,

AND FIRED THE SHOT HEARD
ROUND THE WORLD.

This is the first mention of the phrase “the shot heard round the world”. The poem was
read publicly for the first time during Concord’s Independence Day celebration on July 4, 1837,
during the dedication of the Concord Battle Monument that stands just yards from the
Minuteman statue.




Figure 2 Minuteman Statue Lexington -. Image by James Brancato

Lexington, Massachusetts — Minuteman Statue Lexington. Dedicated April 19, 1900.

The second Minuteman monument is a bronze life-sized statue of figure of a colonial
farmer holding a musket looking outward for the advance of British Regulars. The figure is at
the southeast corner of the Lexington Battle Green facing the direction the British Regulars
would have approached Lexington. The monument was erected April 19t, 1900,
commemorating the 125* anniversary of the Battle of Lexington. The statue was given at the
bequest of Francis Brown Hayes to the town of Lexington and was sculpted by Henry H. Kitson.
This would be the first of three Minuteman sculptures created by Kitson. There is no image of
Captain John Parker, a leader of the militia in Lexington, however the statue has been
sometimes referred to as a representation of Captain John Parker who is famously quoted as
saying “Stand your ground. Don’t fire unless fired upon, but if they mean to have a war, let it
begin here.” There is another monument on the Lexington Green with an image of a rifle and
powder horn bearing these immortal words.

Figure 3 Minuteman Statue — Framingham Image circa 1910 printed by the Metropolitan News Co from the authors private
collection.

Framingham, Massachusetts- Framingham Minuteman. Dedicated June 17, 1905.



This is the third known Minuteman monument. The statue is of a blacksmith prepared
to leave his forge, holding his musket in his open hand and pouring powder to prime his
weapon. Sculpted by Henry Hudson Kitson and Theo Alice Ruggles Kitson, this is the
second Minuteman statue sculpted by Kitson.

The granite pedestal at the base of the statue bears is inscribed:

‘In Memory of the American Revolution Soldiers of South Framingham. Erected by the Town of
Framingham and Framingham Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, MDCCCCV.’

The statue was unveiled on Bunker Hill Day, Saturday, June 17t%, 1905. The statue is
found at Buckminster Square, the site of the old training grounds where the Framingham
minutemen would have drilled before heading to Lexington and Concord during the

Revolutionary War. There is a historic mile marker nearby that reads: "23 miles from Boston
1768".
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Figure 4 Minuteman Statue Elizabeth NJ. Image courtesy of Jim Henderson

This is the fourth known Minuteman Statue erected in Elizabeth, New Jersey. Dedicated
on April 21, 1905.

This statue commemorates the brave efforts of the Continental forces and Militia forces
that gathered at Elizabeth, NJ, specifically during the battle of June 8, 1780. At that time, the
town was known as Elizabethtown. Continental and militia forces faced off against a column of



British Regulars, managing to hold them off and even wounding the British General, Lord
Stirling before being overwhelmed by the British forces.

The Elizabeth Minuteman statue is also known as the “Revolutionary War Soldier”. The
statue was sculpted by Carl H. Conrad and sits on the intersection of Elizabeth Avenue and High
Street at Union Square. The statue was funded by the State of New Jersey. The 5-foot-tall figure
depicts a uniformed Minuteman from the Revolutionary War standing at parade rest, holding
the barrel of his rifle and his jacket in his right hand and his powder horn in his left hand.

The following is inscribed on the plaque’s granite base:

“Elizabethtown. On this spot, at Daybreak, June 7, 1780, began the fighting against the British
forces moving toward Springfield. Here fell General Stirling at the head of the advancing column
on June 8, after the British retreat from Springfield. General Hand here attacked and drove back
the 22nd Regt. to the British main position at the Point. Skirmishing on this ground continued
until the British retreat to Staten Island, June 23rd.”
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Figure 5 Minuteman Statue Westport CT. Image courtesy of Edward Eckert & Madeleine Eckert.

Westport, Connecticut — Compo Minuteman Statue Westport. Dedicated June 17+, 1910.



This is the fifth known Minuteman monument. A life-sized bronze statue sculpted by H.
Daniel Webster. The stature is of a Minuteman with his powder horn and musket — kneeling
atop a grassy knoll facing Danbury from the heights rising above Compo Point, the location
where the Westport Minuteman statue now exists.

Erected on June 17th, 1910 (Bunker Hill Day), the statue was erected by the Connecticut
Society Sons of the American Revolution.

British troops and loyalist had set sail with twenty-six ships from New York City in 1777
with plans to capture patriot ammunitions and supplies held in Danbury, Connecticut. British
General William Tryon on with a force of upwards to 2000 men landed at Compo Point on April
the 25t 1777. Several days after destroying supplies and attacking targets the British expedition
returning to Compo were met with heavy resistance by patriot militias. The ensuing
engagement is known as the Battle of Compo Hill. This statue is a monument to the brave
patriots who fought for freedom in response to the invasion led by General Tryon.

The plaque at the base of the statue is inscribed as follows:

“TO COMMEMORATE THE HEROISM OF THE PATRIOTS WHO DEFENDED THEIR COUNTRY WHEN
THE BRITTISH INVADED THIS STATE APRIL 25™ 1777. GENERAL DAVID WOOSTER, COLONEL
ABRAHAM GOULD AND MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED CONTINENTALS FELL IN THE
ENGAGEMENTS. COMMENCING AT DANBURY AND CLOSING ON COMPO HILL.




Figure 6 Minuteman Statue Newburgh — Image courtesy of James Sabulsky

Newburgh, New York — Minuteman Statue Washington’s Headquarters. Dedicated November
11, 1924,

This is the fifth known Minuteman monument and is the third Minuteman sculpture by
Henry H. Kitson. The statue is located on the lawn of Washington’s Headquarters State Historic
Site in Newburgh, New York, where George Washington resided at Hasbrouck House with his
wife Martha from April 1st, 1782, to August 19+, 1783.

This was the longest length of time during the war that General Washington ever stayed
at one camp.

The life-sized bronze statue of a typical citizen soldier was erected on the grounds of
Washington’s final headquarters as Commander-In-Chief during the War for Independence.

“The Minuteman” was erected with formal honors on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month. The significance of the date will be remembered in time immemorial, recognized
now as Veteran’s Day, this date was initially commemorated as Armistice Day to remember the
cost of defending freedom.

A nearby plaque reads “The Minuteman — Given by Avid Barclay November XI MCMXXIV.”

Figure 7 Minuteman Statue — Louisville, KY image courtesy of the NSSAR.



